The Lord’s Day —August 23, 2026
Morning Worship - 9:30 A.M.
Led by: Professor David Westfall

Prelude
Welcome & Announcements
Silent Prayer
Expression of Dependence
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord
Congregation: who made heaven and earth.
Pastor: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!
Congregation: Amen.
*Greeting One Another
*Call to Worship: (Ps. 84:1-2, 10-12) - on screen
*Opening Song of Adoration: # 486 “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
Standard of Righteousness: 1 John 1:5b-8
Prayer of Confession - on screen
Assurance of Pardon: 1 John 1:9
*Song of Thanksgiving: # 410 “Crown Him with Many Crowns”

At this time, children ages 3-5 may be dismissed for a Bible lesson,
located downstairs in Room 4.

Scripture Reading: Matthew 13:44-46

Sermon: “Priceless Treasure, Purest Pleasure”

*Song of Response: # 572 “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”
Prayer of the Lord’s People

Offering: Volunteers in Mercy

*Benediction

*Parting Song: “Take My Life and Let It Be” (Gray Psalter Hymnal # 288)

Next Sunday's Offering: Volunteers in Mercy

MORNING SERMON NOTES — August 23, 2026

“Priceless Treasure, Purest Pleasure"



The Lord’s Day —August 23, 2026 EVENING SERVICE NOTES — AUGUST 23, 2026
Evening Worship - 6:30 P.M. “In the Beginning"
Led by: Pastor Leroy Christoffels

Prelude

Welcome & Silent Prayer

Expression of Dependence: (Revelation 4:11)
Pastor: Worthy are you, our Lord and God

Congregation: To receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will
they existed and were created.

*Call to Worship: Revelation 5:11-12

*Opening Song of Honor: 483 “How Great Thou Art”
Prayer of the Lord’s People

Bible Reading: (Colossians 1:15-20)

*Song of Gratitude: 238:1,2,5 “We Come, O Christ, to You”
Scripture Reading: Genesis 1:1-2:3

Sermon: "IN THE BEGINNING"

*Song of Response: 188 “Praise the LORD, Sing Hallelujah”
Prayer for the Offering

Offering: Volunteers in Mercy

*Confession of the Faith: The Apostles’ Creed
*Benediction

*Closing Song: 569 “Praise the Lord with the Sound of Trumpet”



WELCOME!

To all who are spiritually weary and need rest, to all who mourn and long for comfort, to all who feel
worthless and wonder if God cares, to all who fail and desire strength, to all who sin and need a Savior,
this church opens wide her doors with a welcome from Jesus Christ, the Ally of his enemies, the Defender
of the guilty, the Justifier of the inexcusable, the Friend of sinners.

OUR MISSION
Here at First, we aim to worship the God of the Gospel, to be changed by God through the Gospel, and to
be sent out by God with the Gospel.

THIS WEEK’S OPPORTUNITIES:
Today 9:30 am - Morning Worship
6:30 pm - Evening Worship

FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES:
September 13 — Prayer Warrior Kick Off

SWC SCHOOL CALENDAR:
Monday, August 24: Junior High Fall Athletic Practices begin.
Monday, August 24: Freshmen Orientation (freshman at 5:30 with parents joining at 6:15)
Tuesday, August 25: Elementary (K-8) Open House (5:45-7:45pm)
Thursday, August 27: First Day of School (Elementary and High School) and Opening Chapel @ 8:30am.
Friday, September 4: No School
Monday, September 7: No School; Labor Day — Pancake Breakfast
Wednesday, September 30: K-12 Grandparents Day; 12:00 Dismissal
Friday, October 9: HS Fall Concert
Monday, December 7: 9-12 Christmas Concert
Monday, December 14: K-8 Christmas Concert

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your acts of kindness during Barb's brother,
Mike Fritz's, hospitalization and recent passing. Your love and support during the difficult time has
brought us much comfort and will always be remembered. We look forward to the day when there will
be no more need for mourning. Revelation 21:4.
-Rod & Barb Obbink

We congratulate Micah Schaap and Whitney Pap after their recent wedding! We wish the couple every
blessing as the Lord displays his glorious gospel through their marriage!

Pastor Scott will be away from the office August 17-25. Please contact your care group elder if you have
a pastoral need that arises during this time.

Thanks for being so generous! The youth group game night and pie auction was a lot of fun last week
and raised $9,800! Thanks for helping our high schoolers join Convention and SERVE projects next
summer to help them continue to grow in their faith!

Our church janitor, Clayton Blankers, has informed the council that he will be stepping down from his
role at the end of the year. We wish him all the best in his future endeavors and for his hard work this
past year. As we begin the search for a new janitor, if you or someone you know may be interested in
this position, please contact Corey Vis or Ross Brands for more information.

We rejoice with our missionaries, A&K L, in the recent birth of their son Isaiah. They were in the US for
his delivery, and mom and baby are both doing well. They plan to head back to Asia in early September
to continue their missionary work. If you are interested in helping to cover some costs to send them
back with supplies, please contact Jana Top.

It hardly seems possible, but the 2026-2027 church education year is just around the corner. The first
half of the education year is scheduled to begin on September 6th. Any student turning 4 years old
before September 1, 2026, through senior year of high school will be given the opportunity to
participate in church education. Parents, there will be a separate handout placed in your church
mailboxes. This handout will include information on who your child’s teacher(s) will be, where they will
meet, their curriculum, and the full year’s schedule. Incoming third graders will also receive their Bibles
on September 6th.

Psalm 78:4 states, “we will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD, his power,
and the wonders he has done”. It is with this verse in mind that our many teachers enter the year.
However, they cannot, and should not, do it alone. As such, the Education Committee asks each
student’s parents to help ensure the assigned work is done each week. By doing so, you will be
honoring the education efforts of your church family and reinforcing its value to your children. Thank
you, and may God bless our effort with much fruit.

First CRC Education Committee
Nick Sjaarda, Ann Marie Busker, Greg Masselink, Katie Feikema

ADDITIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS ON SEPARATE SHEET IN YOUR MAILBOX

REFORMATION MATTERS: "Behold, this is the doctrine and the power of the Gospel and the
treasure by which we are saved, which brings us to the point that we also begin to fulfill the Law. For
where the great unfathomable love and favor of Christ are known and believed, thence flows forth
also love both to God and to our neighbor. For by means of such knowledge and consolation the Holy
Spirit moves the heart to love God, and gladly does what it should to His praise and thanks, guards
against sin and disobedience, and willingly offers itself to serve and help everybody." - Martin Luther,
as quoted in "Luther: Day by Day", May 18




MEMBERS IN SERVICE

TODAY- AUGUST 23:
Nursery: AM —Ben & Macy H, Amber T, Mason VH, John E
PM- Rosann VB, Megan F, Blaire T, Vera P
Valet: Nathan B
Ushers: Ben H, Mark B, Avery P, Steve E
Sound: AM —CoryS PM —Cory S
Video: Sihlas F
Projection: Kaden/Jonathan
Medical Assistant: Carmen F
Children’s Worship: Carmen F & Tyce H

NEXT WEEK- AUGUST 30:
Nursery: AM — Marshall & Tawni P, Alisha E, Jessica S, Selah P
PM- Lori S, Jackie W, Dani W, Lily M
Valet: Mark S
Ushers: Ben H, Mark B, Avery P, Steve E
Sound: AM—DeanE PM-—DeankE
Video: Josi VH
Projection: Kirk/Justin
Medical Assistant: Brenda K
Children’s Worship: Mindy B & Max VH
Praise Team: Morgan, Amber, Haley, Megan, and Brooke

Keyboard: Brittany

MISSIONARIES
Margaret Njuguna Sos and Kara Maletoungou Rev. William & Aletha Green
En-Gedi Children’s Home, Christian Reformed World Missions Latin Amer. Fellowship of Reformed
Kenya West Africa Churches, Costa Rica
K & K Cornerstone Prison Church
Global Serve International Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Central Asia

CHURCH INFORMATION




